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Account of Greetiwich-Ho/pital. Its Foundation. The Delay of its Building, 
The Extravagance thereof. The Advantage and Profit of its Officers. The Differ- 


wnces betwixt that Building and others, in Refpect to the Price. 
the Poor Sailors by being kept out of their Hofpital. 
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From Cilepnesvap January the 13th, to Saturday january the idth, 1703. 








After Obfervator, you did 
thofe poor Sick and 
Wounded Sailors a ftn- 

Serviceyin Reprefenting their Cafe to the 

Perfons in Power to Relieve them. But tis a 

great wonder to me, our Parliaments have ta- 

ken no care in that Refpect. If the poor Fel- 
lows had an Hofpital allow’d them, as the Land 

Soldiers have at Chelfea, they would not thus, 

a every turn, be expofed to fuch Hard/hips. } 

semember you were once mentioning the Roy- 

al Hofpieal at Greenwich, defigned for that pur- 


Hofpital, and-the Reafons why Sailors have no 
Benefit of it,when fo many thoofands of Pounds 
have been Levied wpon' the Subject, and apply’d 
co that ufe? 

Obf. It would feem Bold for a Man to med- 


die with a Confticution Eftablifhed by AG of | 


and. the. Mifmanagements thereof, 

which have. fo often. been under the confidera- 

tion of the Houfe of Commions. But fince’ it 

is till a Publick: Griewonce, and not one Sailor 

in England one penny. the better for that Hof- 

pital, it cannot be ill taken (I am fure by true 

Englifbmen) if we Reprefent the Diftre/fad Cafe 
ot the Sailors in this Refpec. 

The late War fhow’d us the Nece/fity of fuch 

a Building for the ufe of cur poor Maimed Sea- 


men; and Mr. Fames Wajs,. the Chyrurgeon, © 
vifor of the Sick snd: V//eunded Scamen in 
the Ports of Roobefter, Chatliam, and parts adja- | 


iropofing Greenwich Hove as a place pro- 
per tee > Serpe Hofpical, Fer late Majeity, our 
Mary of pious Memory, was fooa prevail’d 
upon: to give aGrant of the faid Houfe, for 
the Ends and Purpofes aforementioned; which 
Grant was foon after Confirmed by Act of Par- 
liament,. and- Money was Alppropriated for 
thatufe, Butfoch is the’ Corruption of this De- 
generate: Age, that all Defigns tor Publick Good, 
are converted to Private Interef. And this 
Hofpital, which-as yet; has not Succoured one 
of; our Seamen, has: been:a’ vaft Advantage to 
the Parties:concerned'in the Building. The 
State and’ Mifmagagements of this Building 
was the laft Seffion of Parliament enquired in- 
to by a-Commitcee-of the Houle of Commons, 
at which Committee I conftantly attended, and 
heard the Examinations, and upon: the whole 
it appeared. to.me-thatthe Building was carri- 
cd on for the Sole Advantage of H—~—more, 
and: a crooked Diftiple, one’ /znbh————gh, 
whorit appeared had a Fellow feeling in every 
thing, and in every Body concerned in that 
Hofpical Thephave Bailt, at leat aimoft fi- 
uifhed, a great Hall, with good Apartments 


for themfelves, but.not Wards enough to en- 


pole? Pray let us know the Con/titution of that | 
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tertain 100 Seamen. They make Pauls work 
of it, and ’tis cut out to be longer in Building 
than Noahs Ark, 

The firft time King William, of eye Glori- 
ous Memory, Dined at Greenwich, after the 
Grant of the Queens Hovfe, he fzid before the 
Officers belonging to. that Fabrick, That if they 


‘bac Zuilt only a Pile in likenefs to that of King 


Giarles the 24’s Houfe there; and the reft of Brick, 
the Commt[fioners might bave faved above a Hur- 
dred Thoujand Pounds, and | believe His Maje- 


| fty feeing how unlikely that Hofpirak was to tie 


an Advantage to the Seamen, occafioned him 
to ftop the 2000}, per Ann. which he allowed 


.towards that Building, which Sum was ftope 


for four years before his Death. 
Country-ms, Here is a Printed Paper, contain. 
ing a Fuftsfication of the proceedings Of the Pur - 


ties concerned in Building that Fabrick. I fup- 


pofe it comes from the Perfons accufed at the 
Committee you juft now mentioned. Pray 
your Opinion of it ? 

Obf. The Author of this Paper calls himfelf 
Wee, intimating as if ic had come froma Comt- 
mittee of Greenwich Hofpital; tho’ ’tis well 
known he is a Party concern’d. There is no 
Officer there can Speak in the Plural Number, 
except Vanb—zh, who for ought I know may 
have Piggs both in his Belly and Back, and he 
that has made Committees all along for the 
Hofpiral even as he pleafed, may well! Speak in 
the Stile of a Committee, nay, in the Name of 
the whole Commiffioners. But whoever it be, 
He gives us indeed a large Encomiam 
on the Building, and tells us, Jt is according to 
Arclitedonical Symmetry,and is Lafting, Beautiful 
and Convenient. Which if trne, the Praife of ik 
belongs to a greater Architect than Himfelf, 
who would aflume the Praife of the Workman« 
fhip. He much commends the extraordinary 
Expedition in catrying on the Work, and 
Speaks particularly of the Terrace-Wall, but fays 
nothing of che Dammage it has already fultain- 
ed, and is likely to Suftain; thro’ Unskillfot 
Directions ; if not prevented by taking off 
the page and Torgs, fetting them more back- — 
wards, 

Country m. This would make a Saint Swear ! 
Here are, Terrace-Walks, fine Halls and Appatt- 
ments, What’s all this to the poor Sailors, 
when their Sick and Wounded Dye in- the 
ftreets for want of a Houle to cover them? Tis 
cen as you fay ; this Fabrick mult ferve for my 
Lord #% Palace, when he arrives to the 
Honour of others of the Family of the Vans, 

On. nae out oo ay when he fays 

the Brickwork a to byt 5]. 15. od. a 
Rod. | have witha tte Cretion and Joftice » 
© | eae 
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that may be, computed the Chatge of Brick- 
Work at Greenwich-Hojpital, as foliows, 4300 
of Bricks, 2co of Lime, 2 L8ad of fand, will 
make one Rod of Brickwork, which with the 
Servants Wages to look after thefe materials, 











befides wafte, amounts to 
l. " Ge P. 
; as 5 ee Whee 
Workmanfhp per Rod I ating ti 
1a all per Rod—s-——- 14- —— -6 





Where Stock-Bricks are ufed 3300 of Bricks, 
1000 of Stock Bricks, Lime, Sand, Qc. 
amounts per Red to 
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Workmanfhip per Rod—s 6 ° 
In all per Rod—6 6 —6 





The Hofpital may be Built with the fame 
fort of Brick as now, and the Workmanhhip 
the fame in all its parts. . 

He compares Ruftick Afblor and Plinth, with 
that of Pauls-School ; in anfwer to which it may 
be faid, when that School was Built, {tone was 


25s. per Ton more than now it is; and Jour-- 


ney-mens Wags 4 s. more per Week, than now 
they Work for 3 which coufidered, they have 
not been fo very faving in the Mofpital as they 
pretend, 

The Columns at the Exebange, and that to 
be at Greenwich, cannot be fairly compar’d, not 
only for the Reafon atorefaid, but the Expedi- 
sion the Citizens required in its Rebuilding,and 
the fcarcity of able Workman at that time. If 
he had compared every particular Article of 
the Mafons Work with the Prices allowed in o- 
ther Publick Buildings, as St. Parts, St. Brides, 
&c. the World would foon fee how eareful he 
has been of the Publick Money. 

The Carpenter has complain’d of his Il!-U- 
fage, and hard prizes, and afterwards deny’d 
it; However, he fhew’d his Jadgement, for 
when he Contracted with the Commiffioners, 
he cook it 25 per Ceut cheaper than any other 
Workmen would do. it, and Goods were 30 per. 
Cent dearer-than when he complain’d. | 

I.don’e deny but Workmen have been to 
view the Fabrick and the Works, and have 
given Judgement on his fide; but He never 
told them the Smiths Work in Tying the Roof 
of the Hafl,-came to 4001. nor that he had a 
Honfe and Yard of the Hofpital Rent-Free. 


Country-m. By your Difcourfe { perceive 


thefe good People find out the moft chargea- 
ble. Buildings: about Town to juftifie their 
own Extr-vagant Expence; but private and 
not publick Buildings thould be had under con- 
fideration, when we €xamine into the Rates 
for Building fuch a Fabrick as that of Green- 
wich Hofpital, private Peffons take ‘more care 
how. they contrat, and how they fpend their. 
Money; tho’ J muft confefs the fame Gonfci- 
ence ought to bs had to the publick as fo our 
private Affairs. 9 > i 100 7 
Obf. Prithee thefe People find out the dea- 
reft ways of managing'the pablick Affair, the 
Plammers Company ioffered the Commiffion- 
ers for Greenwich Hofpitakco ferve them with 
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Lead at 125. per Hundred weight, th, 
price, and as their Charity to the poo, 
lors togive them the Workmanthip ang 
Soder, but were refufed, and a Milpy.;, 
Man of Vanb gbs picking up ws , 
tracted with at 1 7svemeGd. per Hurndred., 
asi remember was faith by the Matter ,,j 
thers cf the Plummers Company at rizr, 
before the Commriffioners, Indeed they 
deavoured (1 mean the Geatlemen thar , 
Eftates by the Hofpitai) to infinnate ty % 
Commiffioners, that the MikVd Lead was» 
cheapeft, but the Commmiffioners were fo feap 


















turned the thanks of the Carmont/fioners = 
Plaummers Company for their Charitable 0g, 
Now Sir, | will give you a Calculate of {.4 
caft, and mili’d Lead, as.to the inequ ility of 
the prices, and then leave youto Judge w, 
ther the Offer of che Plummers Combay 
ought to have been refufed. 
Mill’d Lead without Seams turned up, ay 
8 pound to the Foor, 7 b. -- 1.4, -- 21. wil! 
one Square at 175. per Cent--61.--35.-- 1Cdun! 
Plummers Lead allowing 1b. --+ 29, ... 4, 
more than Mill’d Lead, which is 19 pound tp 
the Foot 9b. --0g.--.6}. will lay one Square, 
which at 12s. per Cent. m5 hens B5.00-84,4) 
Plummers cheaper in every iquare tha, 
Mill’d Lead. OO}, a9 155, orn2d, 4 
And thus Sir, have I given you a fuccing 
Account of the Management of  Greengid 
Hofpital to the time of that Committee, 
which never reported their Examinations, ot 
the Abufcs complain’d of to them; but e’ 
fet the poor Sailors once more a drift with their 
Broken Bones, and Wounded Bodies, ‘till fich 
time as our Gracious and Good Queen fhill 
commiferate their Unhappy State. 
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